HP) Stylish gifts with bay area flair don’t have to cost you an arm and a leg. 18 
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LIGHTNING GOES 
BACK AND FORTH 
WITH SENATORS 


Tampa Bay falls behind 
Ottawa in the first period, 
and then again in the sec- 
ond period, but rallies back 
to tie the game. Get the late 
results at tampabay.com/ 
sports. 


Soaring Paws 
director charged 
Animal rescue pilot Albert 
Lonzo Adams Ill is accused 
of lying to get people’s 
money and then misusing 
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BY ZACHARY T. SAMPSON 
Times Staff Writer 

If the early findings of a retired 
judge are correct, legal experts 
say, former state Sen. Jack Lat- 
vala could face a criminal bribery 
charge in a dramatic escalation 
of a sex scandal that has already 
upended the capital. 

Latvala, a Clearwater Repub- 
lican and former Senate budget 
chairman, was among the state’s 
most powerful politicians before 
resigning Wednesday, the day 
after the judge issued a report 


T tampabay.com 


Text pivotal in Latvala case 


Experts say he could face a bribery charge if evidence shows he traded favors for sex. 


Clearwater 
Republican 
Jack Latvala 
resigned 

his Florida 
Senate 

seat on 
Wednesday. 


suggesting he may have traded 
legislative support for sexual 
intimacy with an unnamed lob- 
byist. The judge referenced a text 
message possibly backing up the 
lobbyist’s account, evidence that 


lawyers said could mark the start 
of Latvala’s unraveling. 

“That could fall under either 
bribery or unlawful compensa- 
tion,” said Bob Dekle, a longtime 
state prosecutor and retired Uni- 
versity of Florida law professor. 

Both charges are second- 
degree felonies in Florida for 
misuse of public office and carry 
penalties of up to 15 years in 
prison or a $10,000 fine. 

Bribery is to “request, solicit, 
accept, or agree to accept” any 
“benefit not authorized by law 


some of the $140,000 he 


... to influence” an action that an 
official says is under their con- 
trol, according to the statute. The 
unlawful compensation law is 
nearly identical. 

A bribery charge would not 
require Latvala to have actu- 
ally supported legislation in 
exchange for sexual favors, law- 
yers said. Simply agreeing to the 
trade — known widely as quid 
pro quo — would be a violation. 

The Florida Department of 
Law Enforcement has begun to 
investigate. 


A similar instance of corrup- 
tion would be a police officer 
promising not to arrest someone 
in exchange for sex, said David S. 
Weinstein, a Miami lawyer and 
former prosecutor. 

Such cases are hard to prove, 
experts said, especially against 
someone like Latvala. 

“There are some differences 
between bringing charges 
against Joe Schmo and bringing 
charges against some very polit- 
ically powerful person,” Dekle 
» See LATVALA, 8A 


collected. Adams said the 


charges were little more 
than “a simple clerical error.” 
Local, 1B 


Third time is no 
charm for ‘Pitch’ 


Pitch Perfect 3 is a finale 
that takes its popularity 
for granted. Steve Persall 
review, 2B 


Congress passes 
spending bill 

The House and Senate 
agree to stopgap legislation 
to fund the government into 
January. Nation, 4A 


BayCare hospitals 
getting upgrades 
The Clearwater-based com- 
pany is investing $308 mil- 
lion over the next three 
years. Business, 4B 


Correction 


The humidity must be get- 
ting to us. We inadvertently 
ran the wrong weather on 
the back page of the Sports 
section Thursday. Even 
though our local weather 
seems to never change, 
this is no excuse for running 
the same page two days in 
arow. 


» 
Warm Friday 


meg 
8am. Noon 4p.m. 8p.m. 
61° 74° 77° 70° 
0% chance of rain 
More, back page of Sports 


» 


New-look All Eyes 
In our All Eyes gal- 


(a= 

i O lery, you can find 
the day's top photo, 
the week’s best 


images and collections of 
photos from news events. 


tampabay.com/photos. 
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Its showtime for Tampa Theatre 


1 


The historic Tampa Theatre, which 
closed Nov. 6 for nearly $6 million in 
renovations to more closely resemble 
its original 1926 look, reopens today. 
Visitors will notice that the building 
has new carpeting and new leather 
seats. It also has a fresh coat of paint, 
which Theo Georgiou, left, works on 
applying to part of a column in the 
lobby. The lobby has also added a new 
concession stand and the seats have 
more legroom. Story, 1B 


There’s more to see 


If you can’t get enough of the 
renovations at Tampa Theatre, check 


T out our video at bit.ly/2zenl7a. 


Photos by CHRIS URSO | Times 


For real 
estate, 
new tax 
law a mix 


The setup is good for 

prospective buyers in 
Tampa Bay, less so for 
current homeowners. 


BY SUSAN TAYLOR MARTIN 
Times Senior Correspondent 

Among the homes for sale 
on St. Petersburg’s Snell Isle is a 
waterfront house whose owners 
have lived there so long the prop- 
erty taxes are just $14,706 a year. 
They’ve been able to deduct that 
entire amount on their income 
tax. 

If the house sells for the full 
$2.2 million price, the property 
taxes will jump to as much as 
$42,644. But the new owners will 
be able to deduct just $10,000 of 
that. 

Could losing so much of a 
deduction on property taxes 
scare off potential buyers? That’s 
one of the questions hanging 
over the sweeping tax overhaul 
soon to be signed into law by 
President Donald Trump. 

The new law is a mixed bag for 
the residential real estate busi- 
ness, one of the mainstays of 
the economy in Tampa Bay and 
other popular parts of Florida. 
It contains provisions that could 
prompt more people to move 
here and buy homes, a boon to 
Realtors. But those same provi- 
sions will negatively affect thou- 
sands of existing bay area home- 
owners. 

The changes approved by 
Congress limit to $10,000 the 
amount of property taxes that 
can be deducted; until now there 
has been no limit. And while 
homeowners previously could 
deduct interest on up to $1 mil- 
lion of mortgage debt, the new 
law slices that to $750,000 on 
loans taken out after Dec. 15. 

» See TAX, 9A 


Hey Santa, can we ask you something? 


BY CHRISTOPHER SPATA 
Times Staff Writer 


ven after hundreds of years of work- 
E ing on a federal holiday and tallying 

billions of names in the bad and good 
columns of what must be a nightmarish Excel 
spreadsheet, Santa Claus maintains a sunny 
outlook on humanity. 

We know, because we surveyed close to 700 
of Santa’s helpers across the country — you 
know, those costumed, bearded folks who help 
represent Santa’s spirit to kids in shopping 
malls and Christmas parties — and nearly 83 
percent of them said they find most people to 
be nice, rather than naughty (16 percent said 
it’s about 50/50, and 1.3 percent said naughty). 

We contacted schools that train those Santa 
helpers, trade organizations and a business 
that caters to Santas seeking cookie and pep- 
permint-scented colognes. With the help 
of the International Brotherhood of Real 
Bearded Santas, the Santa Claus Conservatory, 
Pro Santa School and SantaScents, we distrib- 
uted a 25-question survey to those standing in 


for Santa across the United States to find out 
more about those who wear the red suit dur- 
ing the Christmas season. 

Some of the questions were modeled after 
the actual U.S. Census. That’s how we found 
out that Santa is generally a married, white, 
Christian father, with at least some college 
under his (wide, black) belt, though there were 
17 Santas in the group who’d never married or 
had children of their own. 

While the majority of Santas identified as 
Christian, he doesn’t necessarily identify with 
a religion that traditionally celebrates Christ- 
mas; we heard from seven Jewish and seven 
Buddhist Santa Clauses. 

Of course, when you're talking about the 
jolly old elf you have to have some fun, too. 
That’s why we know that Santa’s favorite cook- 
ies are chocolate chip, and that he loves Mira- 
cle on 34th Street but dislikes Bad Santa. He 
rides a motorcycle 19 percent of the time, and 
has a tattoo more often than that. 


Check out our findings, 9A. 


Getty Images 
Our census of Santa Clauses 
showed that Santa’s favorite cookie 
is chocolate chip. And we’re sure 
that the jolly old elf can find room 
for a glass of milk. 


Jerusalem declaration 
draws rebuke from U.N. 


Associated Press 

UNITED NATIONS — The 
U.N. General Assembly voted 
overwhelmingly Thursday to 
denounce President Donald 
Trump’s recognition of Jerusa- 
lem as Israel’s capital, largely 
ignoring Trump’s threats to cut 
off aid to any country that went 
against him. 

The nonbinding resolution 
declaring U.S. action on Jeru- 
salem “null and void” was 
approved 128-9 — a victory for 
the Palestinians, but not as big as 
they predicted. Amid Washing- 
ton’s threats, 35 of the 193 U.N. 
member nations abstained and 
21 were absent. 

The resolution reaffirmed what 
has been the United Nations’ 


stand on the divided holy city 
since 1967: that Jerusalem’s final 
status must be decided in direct 
negotiations between Israel and 
the Palestinians. 

The Trump administration 
made it clear that the vote would 
have no effect on its plan to move 
the U.S. Embassy from Tel Aviv 
to Jerusalem. And Israeli Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 
said afterward that he com- 
pletely rejects the “preposterous” 
resolution. 

Palestinian U.N. Ambassador 
Riyad Mansour called the vote 
» See JERUSALEM, 5A 
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